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September 7 ,  1894. 

There were very few hOUSe8 here when f 

came here in  1855. There were a few fishing 

then and others uorkfne at other Ark. 1 

have been nrrhine myself a l l  the t i m e  since 

I came Here. (With referenee to  the region 

between Kincardine and C q e  HUM). I never 

A- 

rrar any pound nets here. I never saw one, 

- - - -  but I heard there were some, but I diB no$ 

see them. Fyke nets were never used here. 

Seines have been used here. Up at the F i sh-  

#- - 

ing Islands they were catching a Ereat de& 

of herring the Mrat  year f w a s  here; on a 

number of the islant3s there. They used t o  

f ish a eaoa deal at the mouth of Sable River. 
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last year, both Indirrns and whites. The 

first work that  was done i n  t h i s  muntry was 

f i sh ing  w i t h  seine8 at  the Fishine Islands, 

I do not t h i n k  they have fished 8~ seines 

there i n  the last 3 or  4 years. They used 

pret ty  good sized 8eines. The mesh was hie- 

E e r  i n  the wines than in  the bag'. 

the  size in the b e  was about 2 l/Z. 

would be a good d e a l  b f a e r  i n  the wings. 

They caqht herring i n  the seines, On the 

Sable 8m&s they catr>t whitefish. They 

aaumt no uhi te f i sh  to  speak of? among the 

Islan8s. They would catoh suckers a l so ,  but 

I think 

It 

I 

when the  her r ing  would come i n  there  rotild 

not be hardly any other f i sh  amone them. 

They fi8hsd late In the  fall about t h e  25th 

of September, end m n l d  fish u n t i l  November 
w 

C I  10 or  12. I rimer saw it tried in the - 
spring. On the Sable aands they rare taking 

et ~ o o d  mmg hanla of whitefish. Thoae white- 



sky0 fish wotild be all sizes, b i g  and small. 

They took them in the f a l l  In the herring 

8easan. They were seining for herring and 

took whitefish with them. 

. -/ 

&we' 
I 

Sometimes get 

goo% k m l s  of whitefish riithout any herring 

Rnd sonetfmes thare might be 2 8Ch0018 come 

in the seines at'once, but mostly it was e i -  

t h e r  whjtefish or herring. I never w a 8  ' 

there but 2 days. They were tak iw a good 

mmy l i t t l e  whitefish one year, too mall t o  
*e 

send t o  market. T h e m  has Seen no hook and 
/ 
@ l ine  fishing about here. They do it  up 
bh 

- 
north around the Umitoulins, Gill net f ish-  "I 

ing has been the main fishing here. 1 fished '. 

a couple or years with seines the first 

yeam 1 was i n  t + s  couittq. men 1 came 

' here there were 3 boats fishing ei11 nets 

c_ 

/ 
sa+---? 

% c 

-- 
*e. 4 I 

with 3 men to a boat. There 3s the aam num- 

ber of m e n  t o  a boat now, except 'sometimes, 

when the f l sh ine  fs not good, they a111 get 
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9, them down t o  2 men end w e  less nets.  I wss 

8 very s m r t l l  Pf shery when I rj rst eeme here /yyc”7 

an8 abo?xt t he  beelmine of the fY.eli3n~ here. 

The manber of boate eradnsl ly  increr,#ed from 

then. J have Been 88 hSEh 8 3  24 ~0.31 boats 

out of here about 12 or 13 years a ~ o .  There 

wer‘e more Pfshfnq w l t h  w.il beets then than 

. .  

at m y  other t i m e .  There were no t y s  then. 

They startea t u p  t\boirt 10 years ace, I 

think James Clark haf2 the f irst t 1 2 ~  that I 

know of. He WRS connected with the  2nfPalo 

Fish Company. McrKenxie owned the first tug 

th8t  wfis out  sf t h i s  place about 10 years 

ago. A f t e r  that the t u ~ s  were increasing 

all the time. There has been 5 tugs here 

since 3 years ago. The tugs sometimes f i sh  

on the s m e  ernimda w l - t h  the sail boets.  

They cen f i s h  tOtpth8r ,  but t h e  tire8 can 80 

’’& in calm nerrther bet ter  than the boats can, 

ant3 can make t r jps  quicker. Some of the 



sail boat men are on the tugs. W e  nse 3 

kinds of g i l l  ne t s  here. There is R white- 

f i s h  net ,  which i s  4 5/8 an8 4 3/4-inch mesh; 

4 
‘&’ 

the trout nets ere 5 1/2 t o  6-incfi an8 the 

herring nets  2 3/4=inch. 

are about 18 rneshe’s deep; f r o m  16. to 20. 

The trout nets  ape f r o m  14 to 16 meshes, and 

the herring nets  sbme of them are 40 meshes 

deep and some 60 mesms deep. The whitefish 

nets have from 50 to 90 sinkers, about 8 

The whitefish nets  

feet apart. The difference in the net is 

caused by different quality of twine. The 

whitefish nets are from 7 0  t o  90, according 

t o  the quality of t h e  twine. The trout nets  

run frun 40 t o  60,rtccording to the trine. 

Our net s ere a11 m e e  of linen here. 

used to make  our nets  a l l  by hmd, but nm 

they are male by machinery. They have been 

making them by mmhinery for &out 20 years. 

We have used 8ome nets mettie in t h S ~  country. 

we 

- 
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f be l i eve  the:; w e  chmper than t h e  foreign 

ne t s .  They p nor th  t o  the Fishing Islands 

far t h e  herrpng;. Prom Chlefs Point ap to 

Cnpe Htzrd. They f i s h  jxside In tht? b a y s  Ln 
- 

a2lrcllow water. A herrfne; ?mat does not 1x86 

v e r y  Ions  n e t s .  They w l 1 1  i ise f r o m  6 to 12 

n e t s  apiece.  They do no%' Llke t o  put them 

a l l  I n  the water a t  one tlms, RS they nre 

afrniA -of l o s i n g  them by stoans. Ti l ey  xse 

msllar boats f o r  the Iierrinl: n e t t i n e  than 

we have here. Some of' onr boats *.re b.t.r.5lt 

here ma same in Goaerich. They are from 28 

t~ 32 feet Reel, and some or t h e m  are over 5 

tons nnrP some less. They are 2-mostetl. A 

s a f l  boat w 3 l l  use ebotit 60 rrhiteflsh nets 

eltogether. They w a i l 2  b e  dfvided i n t o  4 

c~nea, m a  eenerally there is one gang 

ashore ge t t ine  it resay t o  take out again. 

There  mnlB be about '45 nets in the water at  

one t i m e .  The tugs heve more than 120 nets .  



The m a l l  boats, some o f  t hem fish m r e  t-han 

others,  When Z started fishing first ne 

woulct use about 30 short nets ,  They would 

be hardly a8 low &is t h e  trou-t n e t s  we have 

d l t  

" " .  

Mt now. We were using stone sinkers then ana 
I _  could not use as long nets .  We. begzn t o  use 

the lead sinkers ebout 20 years ago. We 

used t o  use ceder f loats  ebout 2 feet 9 inch- 

es long* w i t h  a striw on t h o  end of t h e m  

and t ied on t h e  side l i n e ,  and we would t a k e  

them off' every Bay when we l i f t e d  tiiex. 

When we hegm t o  use lead sinkers we began 

t o  lengthen the nets .  I think the lea8 sfnb- 

era started first i n  Georgian say. They 

were using atones and larfTs floats a l l  over 

the  lakes #her, I' c m e  here, A t  that t i m e  we 

never set  thein bsuk at ance, We used to  

S i r , &  a l l  t h e  time we used stone sinkers. 

When we bsqan t o  us$ lead sinkers we beean 



, 



t ame  t o  eo, it is no use to use the  o m s  

when we nre becalmed. We beo;in to fish in 

deep mter between the reef end the  shore, in 

the spring aa ROOT! as the  lRke is ciear of 

9 1  

f /  

ice. Some years it' notild be clear about the 

midd.18 of A p r i l  and some,lVears i t  w i l l  be 

in May before it is c lear .  Dvrjnf; the sum- 

- .  m e r  months we tlre Bcnttered fill arotmd. We 

EO out 011 t h e  reef-the I r i t ter  end of Mey rznd 

hirt the f i s h  b o a t s  c!o not l i k e  to eo t hen ,  

8s t h e d n y a  Ere cett inc murter end stoms 

are cmlnc on. We ' e x g e t ,  to hnve the ahtte- I - _  

f i s h  n d s  ashore before t h e  becinninc of Sep- 

tember aenerallp. We do not use  nhitefisk 

n e t s  efter that. We' trnke up t3e t rou t  Rets 
b 

7 

then tad tise them d.u.rjnfi September and Octo- 

&"w" 22 t o  14 netB t o  zi end 2 prtqs  to a 
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20 n e t s  in a 

on the  m c k s  

om13 fn to 10 

cane. The t r o u t  nets ere set 

in stx~I.10~ water f r o n  25 fath- 

fPthorns. They w i l l  b e  fishing 

a l l  $lone: the coast. north  of here u p  as far 

88 Capo Yurd. Sometimes the f ishemen f r o m  

Goderick: and Kincwrtlhe mov2 lip nor th  also ,  

a M  fishermm. from >ere qo tip and c%iq out 

end f i s h  up above here. Wnen we s t w t e d  

fishinc first,  vp8 never went out over  12 

m i l e s  ma used t o  get  yood fisiiiw,. %‘e 

WOIZM catch mostly whitel: ish. R‘izen we went 

out. t o  deep water we w o ~ i l d  g e t  t.roQt. Mow 

rre cttnnot ca tch  rmny fish in those places. 

The whitefjsh f t ~ v e  been cr-yht out there. 

Yaw the trout fishermen coula not l i v e  with 

811 the whitefish they get .  We get mostly 

s m ~ U  trout in iFeep water ROW. You czarnot 

g e t  +he bjg t rou t  ~t n211 until SeptamBer. 

There &re not REI mmy a8 there ussd to be, 

h a ~ 6 l g  hr?lf’ 8s mmp ~3 when T starisd here 
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9 , p '  f irst .  I g:aess the? heve beer fisfiinf,.: t o o  

m?1057 for them, md ~ l s o  these mfts e m  what 

hPs k i l l e d  the whitef ish in t!ie Gcorzian Bey. 

The r a f t R  do harm a l n n P  the 'ov ter  coast .  We 

&& - --- 

s 
cet bark on the reef8 in deep sate? some- 

rnl l la ,  e l l  ~ ~ t B a r n m i 1 . l ~ ~ .  There mere no SPW- 
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plentjAr1 u n t i l  the w.fts end t h e  ww-nills 

~ t 8 r t e d .  Thoee bfp: tront are wbet ve CRU 

the i"P.11 trotit. They are like the ope8 we 

cot to-8ay. Thoee we 7ot to-dpy ve mt in 

from 20 t o  25 fpthms of w e t  er on stonp bot  - 
t o m .  Those trout wc wirht to-day were 

cmp.ht  in the 8 m e l L  mmh. I t  is a p o d  

p l a c e  t o  set for bil:  tront Sn t h e  ,Pal l .  

Those b f p  trout come in nlony the  Rhore for 

rsptwriinr:. I h m e  seen t h e  m ~ w n  ntnninl: 

from then in ?member. Very aeld'om see €tny 

mnninc, f rom than  b &ore Fotrember. They 

w j l l  come fn in September t o  t e k e  8 cruise 

t o  the ~ m w t U o  bePore they beqin qwkwTtlrq.  

They w f l l  erne in and co r m ~ y  before they 

qmwn, l j k e  R bird  w i l l  b u i l d  its R e s t ;  they 

w i l l  start b u l l d i n 8  the nest before they lay  

t h e  e ~ f l 8 ,  and that $ 8  t h e  nRtnre of the .fish. 

They w i l l  come jn and EO moy  FIR prepar- 

j i ? ~  for t h e  hatchery. we never tho09 



. p, 

b i g  trorzt  in tke  simmer. T h m e  m a l  deep 

weter t r o u t  fire keeping ? tp  b e t t e r  l.hF;r, any 

o t h w  Fish. They ere not quite so p l e n t i f u l  

P,B they were at one time, The whi te f i sh  are 

not RS ecbundmt as ' t hey  used to b e .  There 

- 

are very  few of tnea l e f t  on the S116~3 now. 

3'hej- were very p l e n t i f i a l  here ~t one t i m e ,  

then ttmy would come in again &nil novld be 

moving fmm plac3  to place.  The wriitefish 

go in bodies ,  but  not  in sciiools RS herring 

w i l l .  T h e  trouc do not GO together much 
- -- 

as the whitofis;?'. - The t r o u t  R y e  nore for 

feeding on srnrLl  f i s h  end '&e ;oi;itef"isf: feed 

_- _ -  

on worIlts. These worns r y e  do not f i n d  8s 

abundant e3 we used t o .  In !:eorgian %ay we 

-,iseit to gat  our riets f u l l  of these f f sh  

worms, bnt now r3' do' not g e t t '  thetri, These 

wonns e r e  on rn:ld&y bottom. lTJe used t d  get  

t h e  whitefisn in from 30 to 15 ' f ~ t t h ~ m s , . a n U  
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i n  Zovemher. We con3.d f ish fop t.he:i v;hen I 

first came here,  anci I Pished f o r  t i i s n  a lit- 

t l e  s t  that tims. Tliey were big wi i i tn f i sh  

wsirMnty f r o m  5 to 10 pomcls. We YisrEd  for 

thean  jn shallow water. CouLcf not cat them 

here,  b n t  qot tiler6 lip by the is'isiiin,? I alsrrds 

at C ~ p e  N n r A .  I do not know a:iet,1;8r any 

whitef ish come in there now or m t ,  as we do 

not t r y  ?or them. Thore xdis no close fleason 

at that t i m e ,  Tiiese wh'jt,efisii t h ~ t  we got 

in 35 f ~ t h o m s  and less were nsriSiun size ficlh 

averadrig Prom 3 to 4 pounds. Somotimss 







inahore much. We were troubled w i t h  bark 

here considerably md enouch t o  hurt the 
a! 

, whitefish. 35 fathoms of r a t e r  would be . 
about 8 miles off shore, arid the  rafts would 

80 inside of' that sometimes, i f  the rind was 

from the  east.. There are SO m a n y  men l i v i n e  

-- 
v 11 

by flshing end one h h  just ~ E I  miich right t o  
i. 

f i s h  as another, and there are too  many mak- 

ing t h e i r  l i v ing  a t  It is another mason of 

the decrease. The seines did some ham i n  

takfne ashore the spawn and sm&U f i s h  and 

in draggintr; the e;rounds. The whitefish 

5 2  

&w spawn on Fl;ravellp b o t t a  and on stony bottom, 
5 ---- - I  

and on t he  honey-comb bottom. There has 

been some decreaae in  the trout,  but they 

hole t h e i r  own b e t t e r  than any other f i sh .  

We never usea to take any mall whitefish in 

the gill nets .  Sometimes one mieht get tan- 

Flea up, but as a general thing'ke would not 

p t  any l eas  thm 1 1/2 OF 2 pounds. Some- 

4 
% I  e !  

__I_ - 
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t i m e s  r e  w o u l d  get a s m a l l  t rou t  i n  the  g i l l  

n e t s  b y  their  Eettincr; meshed t h e i r  t ee th  o r  

g e t t i n e  tancled up. The smallest sizQ trmt 

tha t  should be marketed would b e  about 1 

potmd. The market will take 1 pound f i s h .  

w 

c;" w 
5- 

v / '  lltp rnarrkinonge, We ee t  plenty of suckers. We 

Some would r a the r  have them than one rei@- 

ing 5 potrnds. They send them Born t he  coun- 

t r y  i n  Canada, and i n  the  S ta t e s  also, It 

is very seldom you w i l l  see any weiching; 

less thm 2 pounds, however, It is very sel-  

dam w e  Ret any whitefish t o o  s m a l l  t o  market. 

About 2 ponnds is the  smallest  we ee t .  ' I n  

t h e  E i l l  ne t s  we do not get  hardly anything 

but whitef ish,  herr ing an8 t ront  . Get once 

i n  awhile a pickerel .  Never cet  perch, 

black bass or catf ish.  Might Get occasional- 

ly an odd ettireeon. Get no sheepshead. Qat  

the lawyers, but we do not eat  them or make 

any use of them here.  Do not get  pike or 

Y 

-- 
'* 



19 

g e t  t h e  com'mn whi te f i sh ,  anti then we eet  

e the cfaco,  bnt. very seldom c e t  them. They 
d - 

/ h m e  t n e  wenominee a>itefish, anG some peo- 

p l e  do not know t h e  d i f fa rence  between tktm 

Ke get the  fa13 t r o u t  End we get another 

y& kind on t h e  middle fyound between the  Beep 

& woter mti t h e  ins ide  ground on mvddy bottom 

ir! 30 to 40 fathoms. They ere somethin,? 

l i k e  the m i l  tro?it, only a smaller size and 

stmiter mB r?!.ffemnt Rhape. Tho? ne get 

reefs yon w j 1 1  get t h t s  kind. mat we c a l l  

jn ahallow rnt-er, end they w i l l  qet another 
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f tzthms, and then, 

when we cot, past them again, w e  get the deep 

water trcmt,. end then, when we &et  OR phe 

reefs i n  the  middle of  the lake. we will get 

another kina. The reef trout are  fat and 

atofit  with small heads end a very stout body. 

The deep water trout are a 3ic~; b e l l y  and 

smplll body md 8 smeller f i s h .  On the  mid- 

d l e  qmunds we r e t  very chunky trout, but a 

very pood flsh to eat  and for market. They 

are different Prom the P a l l  f i s h .  They d i p -  

fer in  the co lo r  anU shape. The fall trout 

are plainer co lors .  The middle grmtnd ttout 

are spotted more than the f a l l  trout .  The 

seep w8ter f ish m e  8ark. The black tr-out 

are the frill trout .  The trout wne got to-day 

were sclnd trout and they are 1iC;htor colored. 

The fa11 tmt7t are Generally dark colored. 

About 2/3 of the fish r e  got to-day were 

al ive  when we l i f t e d  the  nets .  The nets had 

.- 
8, 



not th3nk t h e  t m n e r y  here does n r y  f :~m to 

trotit. 5r. tlic r lver.  E P S R ,  perch RM picker-  
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a s  t he  water is t o o  clean for t hem.  1 Ao 

will iimre t o  q u i t  soon. There ars some me:: 

cyJi t t in5 now. They carmot p;et t o  work 

for thsm less t imn  $30 a month arid board, 

and pEyjr?q SO m:.iciz for mer, and n e t s  they can- 

not stan6 it. They e re  fjshjnf: more nets 

t?ian eves before e l t  ocet her, however, t rrkfng 

in t h e  t v p .  If t he rz  were no trice f iah ine  

end t he  lefts  boRts  t he re  nre. . the fish wo:zld 

get some chr.nce. The more n e t s  there  are in ,  

t h e  lees clrance t h a r e  is for t h e  fish to 

Ipve. There R r e  3 tngs and 3 boats !iere 

tfmt Ao not, sell t o  the Ruffcllo Conpany. 



r t r p h e r e  where t r rey  c f i n  g e t  8 market for 

then. T h e  EufYals Fish Cnnprng. o n b  Zet  the 

4 3 tk;jnk t f " ; ~  close season is ~ l l  r igh t .  w 
It r n ~ )  >el? the fish u n t i l  they' ce t  a chance 

to .sp~wn. T h e m  is one kini: only of' trout 
--. 
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both s ides  of the h k e ,  I do not think it is 

so good, beC8U8e f i s h  travel and go f Y o m  on? 

place t o  another. I mn sure the trnitt  w e  

get on t h i s  s ide of the lake 50 to the o the r  

side. What is t o  hinder them? I bel ieve  

the trout go f r o m  one place t o  another just 

a8 cat t l e  w i l l  that are feedinc.  0tw fish- 

e r i e s  are i n  better conditjon I beljeve S 5 - m  

they are on the other s i d e .  There i o  more 

deep water and colder writer on this s j d e ,  

- -- 
-7 

- -  
d *- 

and they are a b e t t e r  eat inq fiRh h w e  t9a1-1 

down in 

here i s  

a stonn 

Goderich 8rd Bayfield.  The water  

colder md pnre, and down there,  wfim 

comes up, the r a t e r  ~ e t ~  m ~ ~ d d y .  I :>A, 

- -  

think i t  would h e l p  t o  f i s h  jn Novc?mber end 
....- - 

2” c c 8ave ~ l l  the spawn. When the f j s h  Bye pmnq, 1 

there are many enemies runninp; R.fter them.  

There i R  the b i l l - f i s h ,  with II b311 rthont: fi 

inches lonc, and they w i l l  eRt the s y m .  

They are very long and covere6 with thiok 





t h e r e  c r e  rpt . : . lesn?> es :here e l s o .  There is 2 
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eether. 1 know the  t v g s  cRn stand it a cood 

deal better than t h e  b o 8 . t ~ ,  5 n t  a ? o m  mmi)  

of the  tngs ere p j n E :  t o  qt i j  t soon. The i:uf- 

fa lo  P j s h  Compeny h ~ v e  about as milch b n s i -  

i 

ness as they used t o .  Besides the  i3ttfSalo 

Company, there is LORE '&  ldcCauley . They 

Ship t h e i r  f i s h  t h m x e l V e 8 .  WC do R o t  spilt 

any f i sh  now, unlms tkey are not worth send- 

ing t o  m a r k e t .  blast a l l  of the  fish m e  

sent  by railroad from hero. The t t m n e r y  has 
-. 

been ninnin,r: here 13 or 14 yea r s .  They K'e t  

their hides m o s t l y  from t h e  Fout!-tsm States. 
- 

The Csepest water we f i s h  in I s  100 fethms. 7 

We get small  trout i n  that depth .  They are 

very goad to eat, however. We begin f ishing 

f o r  them pretty  eFtr2.y in the sprine. It 18 

very hard on corks t o  f i s h  fn thnt  c?epth. A 

man wants 2 sets of corks BO a8 t o  keep one 

in the l e e  and one ashore. We are often 

botherea by ashes and cl inkers From steam- 

-- 





have seen i t  rnere I co:ilu wnlk w i t ; ?  sljp- 
.al 

0 pers where t h e  inoats were lyiny:  5 y e w e  be- 

fore .  Where I was sttilinlr, over s o l i d  r o c k ,  

in 10 years I have seen it d r q  lend. C ~ P F -  

land. aut jt is nipher nor tnzr, it. VP.S l a ~ t  

year a t  t h i s  time. It S3 a gucd deal  lower 
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